The Pali Alphabet

In Myanmar and Roman Characters
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4 Consonant Clusters

Some consonant clusters can be formed
by putting four consonants, y=w, r=q, v=o0 and
h=w, after some consonants as follows:
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Only one Final Consonant (m)

In Pali language, there is oniy one final
consonant(m) which follows three short vowels:
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Eleven Syllables

A counsonant or consonant-cluster can
be formed into eleven syllables as follows;-
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Conjunct-Consonants

In the poly - syllabic words, there may
be two consonants between (wo vowels. The
two consonanis are called Conjunct-Consonants
or Double Consonanis. Conjunct - Consonants
are generally written one over another in
Myanmar script and one after another in
Romanised Pili --
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How to Pair two Consonants

In order to pair the two consonants
twenty five group-Consonants are divided into
five series: Ka-series, ca-series, (a-series, (a-
series, and pa-series, Each series must be sub-
divided into three groups: voiceless letters
 (Aghosa Akkharas). voiced - letters (Ghosa
Akkharas) and Nasal-letters (Nasika Akkharas).
In each series, the first and the second letters
are voiceless the third and the fourth letters are
voiced and the fifth letters are nasal.

In voiceless and voiced groups, the first
and the third letters are Non-aspirate letters
(Sithila Akkharas) and the second and the fourth
letters are Aspirate letters (Dhanita Akkharas).



The first and the third Non-aspirate
letters and the fifth nasal letters can be paried
between themselves as conjunct-consonants, The
lirst and the third Non-aspirate letters can be
paired to the second and the fourth Aspirate
letters to from conjunct-consonants. The [ifth
letters can be paired to the former four letters
in its series.
ka-vagga cakka yakkha vagga byaggha ---
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cankama kankhd mangala sangha ---
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ca-vaggasacca maccha majja majjhima Paina
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Paiica puiicha vafjana vanjha
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fa-vagga valta diftha adda vuddha acingna
og 8g ®y oy  wd
kantaka kantha khanda ------ -----
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ta-vagga citta hattha sadda saddhd anna
8 ogp wg  wgl o
danta gantha vandana khandha
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Pa.vagga sippa puppha dibba

o3¢ Q8 8y
dubbhikkha kamma
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Conjunct-Consonant in Non-group-letters

Four Non-group letters - y. I. s and h
can be paired to form conjunct-consonants.
e.g uyyana dullabha phassa  mayha

E9P? T v vy
dajha bahvabadha
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Note- The above mentioned Tour consonat clusters
may be considered as Conjunct-Conso-
nants though they disobey the conjunct-
consonant rules in pairing letters.

There are some irregular conjunct - consonants.
eg. paftha, tanhd. nhina. tumha
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Conjunct-Consonant Reading

In conjunct consonants, the first conso-
nant must be considered as final consonant,
But in Pali language the (inal consonants are
mute i.e. they are not pronounced as in En-
glish and German, The final consonants change
the sounds of the fornt vowels.

In order to make correct pronunciation
the final Consonants must be divided into two
classes, - namely Nasal linals and Stop finals,
n, A, n, n, m, y, l. should be noted as Nasal -
finals and the rest are considered as stop-finals,
The Nasal-finals and the stop-finals changed
the front vowels into long sounds and stip-
sounds respectively:

(1) The final consonants change the final
vowel 'a'. into - at’ and - an,
sakka yakkha magga anaggha anga ayyaka
wg  ogd og ofp opo  gpu
sacca gacch@mi majja majjhima paffid sallapa

(2)The final consonants change the front vowel.
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ditftha khidda tnna citta tittha midda
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(3)The final consonants change the front vowel
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u' into -ut' and -un,
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suppa puppha dubbaca dubbhikkha
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kumbha ayyana dullabha

Note

There are no finals which can change
the vowel (a) into -ct. -in sound in Roman
script.  So all ka-group finals are read -at, -an
in Roman script.

ésmg.? é:uefﬁcmw

U sajjana U Panidjola

(2)the ca-group finals change the front vowel
{a) into i, “in' sound in Myanmar
seript and '-at', -an' sound in Roman script
0 og g of ofp  wp»

saccd maccha ajja lagl majjhima saiifia



